evaded by many authors including those of the WHO Atlas (No. 8 in the "International Histological Classification of Tumours"). What name should be applied to the type of cell which comes off the surface layers of carcinoma in situ of the cervix? In the section of this book concerning carcinoma in situ they are called "malignant cells"; but in the previous section on severe dysplasia, cells which admittedly may be indistinguishable are called "severely dyskaryotic parabasal cells". Is the description "malignant cell" best made on the grounds of a particular abnormal type of chromatin distribution? If so, cells shed by a cancer which do not show this pattern must not be called malignant cells, although they are none the less cancerous. It would be better to redefine the term "dyskaryosis" (invented by Papanicolaou and discarded by many American authorities) for all this range of cytological abnormalities, including the changes seen in fully developed carcinoma, and leave the word "malignant" for the histopathologist to use when he finds invasion.
Any laboratory concerned in teaching diagnostic cytology, whether to pathologists, technologists or "screeners", will want to have this book. It is not only a useful (and, in 1977, inexpensive) Since the book is composed of photoreproductions of the authors' typescripts, type size varies from paper to paper. Reproduction of plates is, however, good, uniformity of presentation has been maintained, there are good reference lists to each paper and a reasonable index. Obviously, the scientific merit of such a large collection of individual contributions is widely variable but overall standards are high, publication has been achieved with creditable speed and there is much relatively new material in this volume to interest both clinicians and laboratory workers in the fields of gynaecology and oncology.
The book is elegantly bound and as a result rather expensive. In its present form it is only likely to be purchased as a reference work by libraries or large departments. Whilst one admits the links between the three sections, would it not have been much more useful to have published the three sections separately as paper-backs at a price within the compass of a small laboratory group? L. G. SKINNER
The These 3 short, excellently printed and well illustrated booklets are the first of an intended series of Teaching Booklets being published by the British Institute of Radiology. Although, in principle, the availability of such a series of monographs is most attractive, on the evidence of these first 3, serious doubts are raised.
The brief editorial presented in Booklet Number 1 (but strangely not contained in either of the others) states that the intended readership includes trainee radiologists preparing for the Fellowship of the Royal College of Radiologists, as well as radiographers and other technicians beginning to work in the fields of nuclear medicine, ultrasonics and thermography. Although the booklets are quite different in standard, none of them can be unequivocally recommended for either of these groups of persons. The treatment given to the scientific basis of the subject by the first 2 booklets is almost perfunctory: many existing well established texts provide much better sources of basic material. There are several examples of rather misleading items of text, for example, in respect of Diagnostic Ultrasound the authors state "Acoustic impedance is the term used to describe the 'resistance' to the passage of sound by a particular material". Whereas some 7 lines further on in the text they state "there is no relationship between the acoustic impedance and the attenuation of sound by a specific material". Most beginners to the subject will find difficulty in reconciling these 2 statements! Similarly, in the Nuclear Medicine text, the statement "in contrast to the secondary electromagnetic radiation produced by the photoelectric effect Compton scatter can travel considerable distances from the site of the initial interaction" requires substantial qualification. Whilst in some practical circumstances this may well be the case, it is not a statement which contributes to a basic understanding of the subject. In any case it would be expected that most trainee radiologists will already have studied this part of the subject much more comprehensively in their general study of the physics of diagnostic radiology.
Neither of these booklets provides a bibliography but content themselves by listing, for further recommended reading, 3 standard text books. My advice would be to use these texts as starting points in preference to these 2 booklets.
The Thermography Booklet, which is a substantially longer text than the other 2, brings together relevant material which is not easily found elsewhere and also provides an extensive bibliography. A slightly curious feature of the Thermography text is that a substantial fraction is taken up by a comparative survey of the different commercially available types of equipment. Whilst this information is most interesting and useful, it does does seem rather out of place in a teaching booklet. The text also includes a very well illustrated (in colour) 13-page review of the clinical applications of the method.
Whilst, of the first 3 booklets of the intended series, only the one on Thermography can be recommended to the proposed readership, the British Institute of Radiology should be congratulated for its initiative in starting the series. For future texts the editors must exercise a much more strict control of the level and accuracy of the texts than is the case for the first 2 of the series. Those interested in Thermography will find the third booklet of practical value.
J The individualized management of the cancer patient was, until fairly recently, common practice. This resulted, in part, from the therapeutic impotence of the clinician when faced with disease outside the scope of the surgeon or radiotherapist. The last 2 decades have witnessed a dramatic swing in emphasis, and indeed of interest, towards the problems of managing the majority of cancer patients, namely those in whom neither surgery nor radiotherapy alone can guarantee cure. Fortunately for the patient, maximal exploitation of therapeutic expertise is in vogue, and the boundaries between different disciplines has consequently blurred, allowing the benefits of multi-disciplinary management. Such evolu-
